
ruATIONAL CONVENTION OF WORKERS
15rH September 20J4, t{EW DELH:

DECLARATION

This hlational Convention of Workers being held under the banner of joint platform of
eil the Central Trade Unions of the country along with indepehdent naticnal
ftderationslonganizatians from all the sectors and service istablishments expresses deep
c0ncerfi at the unilateral move to amend the labour laws by a number of state governments
and by the Central Gcvt. Most of the amendments sougfrt to be done will iave serious
negative irnpact on the wcrking conditions including trade union rights of the worke;s and
the ernployees. lt is unfortunate that in spite of the lssurance given by the Labour Minister
tnat Central Trade Unions wii l  be consulted, these amendments in labour laws are beingpushed through without any consultations with them.

Labour (Regulation & Abolit ion) Act and
Acprenticeship Act will make hire and fire much easier for the employers and will result in
rampant casualisation of employment. Liberal ising the provisions of Factories Act wil l
imperi l  the safety at work place in small and medium scale enterprises and wil l  push
majority of factories out of its coverage Similarly raising the threshold employment ceiling
of 20 to 50 w*rkers for registration of contractor$ will inable the principal employer ano
cOntractor to ttecome unaccountable for service conditions of the workers in a large number
ai enterprises. lt is unfortunate that the Govt. being model employer deploys i-he largest
nunnber of contract workers and thereby depriving lhem of the seiurity of 1on, wage lnd
sccial security benefits.

The Amendment Bil ls already introduced in Parl iament by the Central Govt on
Factories Act, Labour Laws (Exemption from Furnishing Returns and Maintaining Registers

overwhelming majority of them out of the coverage of al l  basic labour laws. The Factories
Act Anrendment Bil l  introduced in Lok Sabha on 7th August 2014 further t iberal ises
the csverage of. factories under the Act as amendment proposed in definition of
factories {Section 2m) authorizes $tates to fix number of workers for coverage under

rsidering amendments in Minimum Wages Act
ancl Industrial Disputes Act The amendment to Apprenticeship Act wil l  pave the way for
replacement of the contracUcasual/ temporary workers and even regular workers by
comparatively low paid apprentices. Moreover, these amendments wil l  straightway
empower and encourage the state governments to bring about pro-employer changes in
labour laws as per the Rajasthan model, The process of amendments in labour laws is also
ainred to do away with tr ipart i te consuitation mechanism.

In essence, al i  moves of amendments in the labour laws, both by the central
gcvernment and by the Govt in Rajasthan are aimed at empowering the employers to
retrench/lay off workers or declare closureishut down at wlll and also resort to mass scare
contractorisation. These are also designed to push out more than seventy per cent of the
inciusirial and service establishments in the country and their workers out r.rf the purvii:w of
alnrost al l  labour laws, thereby ai lowing the employers a free hand to further squeeze and
exploit the workers.

The Convention alsc expressed dismay over ihe Govt's total inaction in
implementing ihe consensus recommendations of 43'd, 44th and 4Srh Indian Labour
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